
Climate-Induced Displacement & Migration:  
Understanding the Challenges  

and the Implications for our Region
Maxine Burkett  

Professor of Law• burkettm@hawaii.edu 

  

 “[E]missions are growing faster than we thought, 
the absorption capacity of  the planet is less than we 
thought, the probability of  high temperatures is 
likely higher than we thought, and some of  the 
effects are coming faster than we thought.” 

- Lord Nicholas Stern 
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Hurricane Katrina
August 29, 2005

Source: Getty Images/David Portnoy

Hurricane Sandy 
Breezy Point, Queens NY 

October 31, 2012 

“The maps of  the 
world will have to 

be redrawn.” 

-Sir David King,  
U.K. Science Advisor, in regard to what is 
happening in Greenland
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Food Security and Migration

Five Scenarios 
❖ Sudden-Onset Disasters 

❖ Slow-Onset Environmental Degradation 

❖ Destruction of  Small Island States 

❖ Designated Prohibited Areas (for Human Habitation) 

❖ Unrest, Violence, and Conflict over Resources

Displacement Categories 
❖ Temporary displacement 

❖ Permanent local displacement 

❖ Permanent internal displacement 

❖ Permanent regional displacement 

❖ Permanent intercontinental displacement



Several Spheres of  Governance and 
Related Institutions

International 

❖ International development law 

❖ Human rights and humanitarian law 

❖ Refugee Law 

Domestic 

❖ Property law 

❖ Immigration law 

❖ National security law 

❖ Environmental law 

Hybrid 

❖ Migration and asylum law 

❖ Indigenous rights 

❖ Climate Law
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Public Health Implications of  Migration
❖ Maternal and Child Health 

❖ Malnutrition 

❖ Sexually Transmitted Infections  

❖ Mental Health 

❖ Chronic Diseases, and  

❖ Infectious Agents 

❖ Compounding Factors: Lack of  sufficient language services 
by health care providers and literacy and cultural concerns 
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